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1. Committee Members: Carmen Howard & Cara Forster

Lesley Wolfgang resigned her co-chair appointment following the submission of the last Committee report. Cara Forster was appointed co-chair on 08/02/2023. Cara is the Research & Learning Librarian and Library Subject Specialist for Public Health, Nursing, and Biology at Loyola University Chicago. To find out more about Cara, please see their interview for HSLI Member of the Quarter: https://hsli.org/newsletter/cara-forster-is-hsli-member-of-the-quarter/
 
Thank you, Lesley and Cara! 


2. Illinois Updates
New Laws
· Public Act 103-0167 (previously House Bill 2776) – EPA-Notice Lead Pipe Replace – “Reinserts the provisions of the engrossed bill with the following changes. Provides that the duty to electronically post information concerning progress made toward the replacement of lead service lines begins in 2023. Describes the specific data to be posted on the municipality’s website. Provides that an affected municipality’s duty to post the specified data terminates only when all lead service lines within the municipality have been replaced. Further specifies that the provisions added by the amendatory Act are not to be construed to replace, undermine, conflict with, or otherwise amend the responsibilities and requirements set forth in a separate lead service line reporting requirement in the Act.” https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB2776/2023 - Filed 02/16/2023; Signed into law 06/30/2023; Effective immediately.

· Public Act 103-0227 (previously Senate Bill 1774) – Clinical Trial Participation – “Amends the Cancer Clinical Trial Participation Program Act. Changes the short title of the Act to the Clinical Trial Participation Program Act. Throughout the Act, replaces references to “cancer clinical trial” with references to “clinical trial” and makes conforming changes. Provides that “clinical trial” includes a voluntary research study conducted on people and designed to answer specific questions about the safety or effectiveness of a drug, vaccine, therapy, medical device, medical diagnostic, or new way of using an existing treatment to treat or diagnose a condition. Defines “condition”. Makes other changes.” https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/SB1774/2023 – Filed 02/09/2023; Signed into law 06/30/2023; Effective immediately.

· Public Act 103-0222 (previously Senate Bill 1709) – Mental Health – Student Access – “Amends the Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Administrative Act. Provides that the Department of Human Resources shall partner with the State Board of Education to provide technical assistance for the provision of mental health care during school days with the goal of increasing the availability and accessibility of mental health resources for students. Provides that the Department shall report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the technical assistance provision no later than July 1, 2025. Provides for rulemaking by the Department and the State Board of Education.” https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/SB1709/2023 – Filed 02/09/2023; Signed into law 06/30/2023; Effective date 01/01/2024.

Bills and Other Legislative Items
· Nothing reported. 
News & Resources
· Governor Pritzker has signed several new bills into law recently. Most of these will take effect at the start of 2024. You can see a short list of the new laws here: https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/here-are-some-of-the-new-illinois-laws-hitting-the-books-in-coming-months/3198015/. 

3. Federal Updates
New Laws
· Nothing reported. 
Bills and Other Legislative Items
· Nothing reported. 
News & Resources
· The American Library Association, Association of American Publishers, American Booksellers Association, and the Authors Guild are asking for organizations and individuals to recommit to the Freedom to Read Statement (first written 70 years ago.) To read the statement, sign the document, or get more information, visit https://uniteagainstbookbans.org/freedomtoread/.

· Did you know that the Medical Library Association’s Public Policy Center has a Censorship and Library Practices Toolkit? The toolkit is available to everyone whether you are an MLA member or not, and it contains links to resources to help you keep track of legislation. You can download the toolkit here: https://www.mlanet.org/p/cm/ld/fid=2124. 

